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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The house and six remaining outbuildings of the farm are sited around an ancient spring used
thousands of years ago by Indian hunting parties.! The house is an Early Republic period,
brick, two-story I-house with a frame rear ell to the northeast. The ell is of the most
significance architecturally, as it is constructed using the unusual, horizontal-plank construction
method. The interior retains almost all of its original woodwork, which was of poplar and had
been wood-grained originally. The large numerous windows are double hung, with nine panes
over six, most with original wavy glass. The house sits on State Route 706 which had been the
original main road or Valley Pike between Lexington and Staunton, Virginia. The large bank
barn sits at the corner of US 11 and State Route 706 approximately 100 yards from the house.
Although situated near US Route 11, the property has the ambiance of a secluded rural setting.
The house has undergone few significant alterations and preserves a high degree of architectural

integrity.

The Qak Spring Farm site encompasses approximately fourteen acres of the current farm’s 40
acres. This acreage is considerably less than the original Fultz farm which included
approximately 168 acres. The original fram was situated on both sides of what is now US Route
11 and State Route 607 (recently named the Borden Grant Trail). Six acres of the farm are
forested, largely with hardwoods. The remainder is either open pasture or under cultivation in
hay or alfalfa with the exception of a five-acre vineyard that was planted in 1983.

The house is a large brick and frame structure covered by a gable metal roof with two interior
and two exterior-end chimneys. The front, older section of the house is a two-story single-pile
I-house. The roof is currently sheathed in standing-seam sheet metal which overlaps a very
simple, 1" X 5" wood fascia board at the gables. At the eaves of the roof is a brick, double-
curve cornice. The roof of the rear ell overhangs the walls creating a one foot soffit. Both
sections of the house sit on a coursed-rubble limestone foundation. The stonework is in good
condition and preserves many of its early lime mortar joints. Because the house is situated on
a slope, the basement on the northwest end is fully above grade. There is an exterior entrance
to the northwest basement room (at one time a kitchen).’

The I-house section of the dwelling has brick walls. The front brick wall was laid in Flemish
bond, whereas the rear wall is American bond. The walls have coursed brick rubble fill. End
walls with chimneys have been stuccoed due to deterioration of the brick and mortar. Sleepers
support the first floor under the brick I section. Window openings of the house are rectangular
with heavy wooden frames. Interior walls of the I section are of vertical plank construction.
One-by-twelve-inch planks are covered with wooden lath strips and plaster (filled with horse hair
in the scratch coat).

A one-story, one-room brick addition was added to the northeast end of the I section. It is not
known when this addition was built, but it is believed that it was added early. The roof is
standing-seam metal and the floors rest on sleepers that are laid on a coursed-rubble limestone
foundation. There is no basement under the addition. There is a fairly large fireplace on the

ID. McLaren. Virginia Research Center for Archzology Site Survey Form, Moore s Creek Site, Site Number 44RB50, 23 September 1978,

mterview with Martha Hudson (Fuliz descendant} by Pat and Iim Tichenor, 15 May 1690,
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exterior end wall. Both the front and rear walls had doors. Both doors have been replaced by
windows. The rear window is modem. The front window has nine-over-six, double-hung sash
with no counter weights. Most panes are original. A 1914 photograph shows a front door with
a rectangular transom. Fultz family members indicate that this room originally served as a
kitchen, and later, after the ell was added, as one-room schoolhouse and plantation office.’

The walls of the rear ell of the house were constructed using the unusual, horizontal-plank
construction method. In this method,

1" X 5" oak planks are stacked horizontally from the sill plate to the rafters like pancakes and
nailed. These planks are alternately offset by one inch so as to provide a rough surface on both
internal and external wall sides. The brown coat of plaster on interior wall sides easily adhered
to the lath-like surface. Finish plaster was then applied. The exterior sides of the ell walls were
coated with a mortar-like substance over the stacked planks.* Clapboard siding was then
applied. The first floor of the rear ell is supported by sawn timbers.

Both main entrances (southeast and southwest) are sheltered by porches. The side, southwest
porch has a simple, shed roof supported by tapered square wooden columns and a jigsawn
wooden balustrade. The entrance door off of this porch has a large, single-pane glass window
(exceeds one-half of its area). The door has a two-pane, non-operational transom. This porch
can be seen in the 1914 photo. The main, front porch, which is seen in the 1914 photo, was
small, covering only one-half the front of the house and had the same style balustrade as the side
porch still has. The current porch was probably added in the 1920s, as it shows in the 1936
WPA Survey.’

The current porch crosses nearly the entire length of the 1 section and has a hip, standing-seam
metal roof that is supported by four, round, painted, pine columns.

In 1990, a brick walk was discovered under the front lawn. This four-foot-wide walk was
discovered while reviewing early twentieth-century photographs of the house and its inhabitants.
The walk was restored in 1991 using century-old pavers removed from the Adams Street
sidewalk in Richmond, Virginia.

The first-floor plan of the I section is standard with a center passage and a single, large room
on either side. The original woodwork is mostly intact. The woodwork is moderately ornate
and of early-nineteenth-century profile. Although the door and window trim in the I section is
identical throughout, the baseboard profiles in the two first-floor rooms and entrance foyer are
all different. Moderately ornate chair rails are located in both rooms and the entrance foyer
over wood-panel(painted) wainscoting. Interior doors have six panels and have rimlocks. The
woodwork is of poplar. During the 1989 restoration, it was found that the woodwork had
originally been grained with a feather (attempts to remove paint layers were futile).

3bid.
“Stephen B. Jordan, "Houses Without Frames”. Old House Journal, May-June 1993.

Stames W. McClung, Home of Isaac Fultz, WPA Survey File, June 30, 1937.
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There are operational fireplaces in the two I section rooms. Both mantels are original. The
mantel in the parlor is ornate and of the Federal period (Adamesque in style). Floors are
random-width, tongue-and-groove pine. The center passage contains a two-flight stair with
square balusters, square newel with ball top, and molded oak handrail. The center passage was
partially enclosed to provide a bathroom under the stairs (probably in the 1920s).

The second-floor plan of the I section is again standard with a central passage and a single, large
room on either side. Both rooms have chair rails. Walls below the rails are plastered. Doors
have six panels with rimlocks. A small bathroom was added in the comer of the southeast
bedroom in 1989. This room also has a small fireplace with a simple, yet elegant mantel. This
fireplace is non-operational. The southwest bedroom has no fireplace. Indications are that this
fireplace was removed. Woodwork and floors in these rooms are identical to the first floor.
A doorway was cut through the brick wall into the first ell bedroom in 1989. This bedroom was
converted into a full bathroom in the 1920s and updated in 1989. It serves the southwest
bedroom.

The first-floor plan of the rear eil consists of two rooms. The large room immediately off of
the I section is the dining room. This room has plaster walls above a chair rail. Below the
chair rail is three-inch-wide tongue-and-groove, painted pine wainscoting. The south end wall
has a bricked-in fireplace. There is a built-in, floor-to-ceiling closet beside the central chimney.

The closet has two, two-panel doors and bottom drawer. The ordinary, original mantel remains.
One side door opens on to the side porch and one on to the now-enclosed bath (previously
screened back porch). Behind the dining room is a relatively large kitchen. The modern kitchen
was originally a bedroom.® Window and door trim in the dining room and kitchen match that
of the I section. Doors have four panels and rimlocks. A pantry opens off the kitchen as does
the enclosed back porch. This porch was enclosed by the Weilbachers around 1978.

The second-floor plan of the rear ell consists of a side passage extending from the I section
juncture to the back-room door. Three side rooms open on to this passage on the southwest
side. One small room opens onto the end of the passage. All four rooms originally had been
bedrooms. In the 1920s the first room was converted into a bathroom and a closet was added
in 1089. The second and third rooms are still bedrooms and the end room was converted into
a bathroom in 1989. The back bedroom has a closed fireplace and simple mantel. It and the
bedroom next to it have closets as described in the dining room. The window and door trim in
the hall matches that of the I section described earlier. Baseboards are very simple. The rear
room has a simple 1" X 9" board. The passage has a simple top-beaded board and the front
room has a 1’ X 9" beveled top board. Windows have nine-gver-six double-hung sashes without
counter weights, as in the I section. Floors in the ell section are three-inch-wide tongue-and-

groove pine boards. Doors all have four panels with the exception of the attic door which is a
five-plank and batten example.

SHudson.

nterview with Edward and Lindsey Weilbacher (previous owners) by Jim and Pat Tichenor on several occasions from 1 January through
31 December 1989,
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There is one basement room with dirt floor under the southwest room of the I section. The ell
section has two basement rooms with concrete floors. The central brick chimney of the eil
section opens into a large fireplace in the basement. This room, which has an exterior batten
door with wrought iron latch, opens to ground level in the rear. This room served at one time
as a kitchen and was later used for canning and hog rendering.® The room now serves as the
vineyard office.

The property preserves four contributing outbuildings and one contributing structure: a bam,
a granary, a smokehouse, a springhouse and an in-ground icehouse. The barn is a 5-bay bank
barn and is one of the largest in the county. According to local lore and older Fultz family
members, the original barn was burned by General Hunter’s troops during their march to
Lexington in 1864 (the barn clearly shows on a Confederate Army map date 1863).° The barn
was rebuilt in 1878.° The barn has a 50’ X 80’ floor and sits on a stone foundation. It is of
hand-hewn, wooden-pegged, post-and-beam construction with wooden clapboard siding and a
standing-seam metal roof. The barn was originally used for hay and grain storage on the main

floor and has animal stalls on the lower level.

The granary is located to the northeast of the house. The granary is of post-and-beam
construction. The 8" X 8" posts and beams are hand-hewn and wooden-pegged. The exterior
is covered with wood siding. Interior walls are covered with 1" X 12" garner boards. This
building is believed to have been built prior to the Civil War and was originally used as a
granary. The building was converted to its present use as a garage in about 1936, as evidenced
by the painted 1936 on the plank wall.

The smokehouse is of frame construction with vertical 4" X 4" members and vertically sawn 2"
X 8" horizontal joists. Joints are pegged with wood. This building has horizontal siding and
a non-original metal roof. According to the Fultz family descendants this building once had a
dinner bell on top for calling men in from the fields." This building is also believed to be pre-
Civil War and was originally used as a smokehouse. Wooden pegs remain in the joists for
hanging meats, and smoke vents remain on the gable ends and under eaves.

The springhouse is of frame construction consisting of vertically sawn members with horizontal
siding on a concrete foundation. The roof is currently clad in asphalt shingles. The material
of the original roof is unknown. The spring water exits an above-ground rock outcropping into
a concrete spring box and concrete slotted floor. The floor is designed to allow items to be set
in the cool water. Pegs also remain in the joists for hanging items. Date of construction is
assumed to be mid-nineteenth century. The spring is bold, and due to Indian artifact finds, is
believed to be thousands of years old. The spring currently provides water to the house via a

pump.

$Hudson.
9Confederate Engineer Bureau, 1863 Map, Section 3 {shows Fulz house and barn).
101879 Land Book, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia.

U etter from Marguerite Higins (Fultz descendant) to Jim and Pat Tichenor, 25 August 1990.
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There is a brick and stone-lined, in-ground icehouse immediately outside the north porch door.
This in-ground structure is approximately three feet in diameter and supposedly 36 feet deep."

The foundation of what was reputedly a blacksmith shop remains near the road next to the
granary. It was in this shop that Issac Fultz shod army horses during the Civil War."” Also,
for a number of years, the Lexington to Staunton stage stopped at the farm to change horses."
The fact that the 1850 census lists Uriah Fultz as a blacksmith” lends further credence to the
existence of a blacksmith shop on the property.

I2weilbacher.
3Elizabeth Fultz Bluehdorn, Fultz Family Historical Netes, date unknown.
“Higins.

151850 Census, Rockbridge County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The rear frame ell of Oak Spring Farm’s main house is noteworthy architecturally due to its
rare, horizontal, plank construction, The land around the house as already provided numerous
Indian artifacts and promises more.

The property meets National Register Criterion C in that the method of construction of the house
is of a very rare and distinctive type. The house also has had few architectural changes since
its period of significance.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE

The house, sometimes referred to as the Fultz House, was actually constructed by or for William
Moore, Jr. in 1826 (I section). Rockbridge County tax records indicate in 1827, $1100 added
for buildings", which would indicate construction of at least the house and probably the barn.'
Moore sold the property to William Lusk, a local surveyor, in 1835.7

Lusk, in turn, sold to Alexander N. Bell, a prominent farmer and landowner in 1842. The
value of the improvements to the property remained constant through these years. In 1845 the
property was purchased by Uriah Fultz.? Uriah descended from the German Fultzs who had
immigrated to Pennsylvania in the early 1700s and established themselves as preeminent farmers.
One of Uriah’s brothers developed a non-bearded strain of wheat called "Fultz Wheat"’
Uriah’s brother, Issac, had settled in the northern Shenandoah Valley (Hawkinstown) but
apparently was dissatisfied with life there. Issac purportedly walked from Hawkinstown (o
Salem in the mid-1800s looking for a more suitable farm,® Deed books indicate that issac
purchased Oak Spring Farm from Uriah’s estate in 1863.” Rockbridge County tax records
reveal that, although Issac did not record a deed until 1863, five years after Uriah’s death, he
was in possession of the property earlier.”

County and family records are vague regarding the dates of trade of farms between Uriah and
Issac Fultz. It is clear, however, that such a trade took place. Further, the date of construction
of the rear ell is unclear. Family lore has Issac and another family member tearing down the

11827 Land Book, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia.
Deed Book W, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia, p. 275.
3Deed Book W, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia, p. 343,
iDeed Book Y, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia, p. 388.
SElizabeth Fultz Bluehdom, Fultz Family Historical Notes, date unknown.
SIbid.

"Deed Book LI, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia.

21861 Land Book, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia.
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old kitchen and constructing the ell.” The ell, with its horizontal plank construction, was
probably built between 1858 and 1860.

Albert E. Fultz purchased the farm from the estate of his father, Issac. A. E., as he was
known, was a prominent local farmer and stalwart of the Mt. Carmel Presbyterian Church in
nearby Steele’s Tavern. The property was sold to James and Lillian Pratt in 1958 and passed
to Edward and Lindsay Weilbacher in 1976. Ed Weilbacher planted a five-acre vineyard on the
hill in 1983. The current owners, James and Patricia Tichenor, purchased the property 19 July
1989" and began operation it as a bed and breakfast and vineyard.

Since the addition of the rear ell, the house has undergone only the usual modernization; wiring
upgrade, plumbing, heating, air conditioning and the addition of bathrooms. These changes have
all been effected with the utmost of care. No exterior changes can be seen. Interior changes
have been made without significantly changing the house. The house is in near-mint condition.

The property today continues to play a prominent role in the area’s economy in that it is
operated as a nationally known bed and breakfast inn and has a five-acre vineyard operated in
conjunction with Rockbridge County’s only winery.

Although the house appears on maps of the area dating back to 1838, historical references are
rare. The historical name of "The Fultz House" is rarely seen or used. The farm was renamed
Oak Spring Farm when purchased from the Fultz heirs and that name, in conjunction with the
farm’s large red barn, have been in common local use since.

Archeological finds on the property in the area basically on the northern side of the spring
include points and scrapers of the following types/periods: Savannah River, Ledbetter, Guilford,
Potts, Halifax and Brewerton. Finds in other parts of the Shenandoah Valley region of Virginia
have indicated significant use of the Valley by Indian hunting parties. In the wider area
surrounding the property, there is not a great amount of pure drinking water with ample level
ground for camping such as is found here. It is felt that the finds on this property reveal what
must have been an often-used hunting camp site. A planned, well executed excavation would
most certainly yield significant amounts of information on the lifestyle and habits of the hunters
who roamed this Valley during the Archaic Period."

*Bluehdorn.
0various Deed Books, County Clerk’s Office, Rockbridge County, Virginia.

1D, McLearen, Virginia Research Center for Archeology Site Survey Form, Moore's Creek Site, Site Number 44Rb350, 23 September 1978.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at a point at the southeast comner of the intersection of US Route 11 and Moore’s Creek, proceed
northeast along the southern edge of the right-of-way of US Route 11 to its junction with State Route 706. Thence
proceed south along the western right-of-way of State Route 706 and thence on the same line to a point delineated
by UTM Reference 3, 17 655430 4196510, thence proceed southwest to a point on Moore’s Creek delineated by
UTM Reference 4, 17 655220 4196380, thence north along the east bank of Moore’s Creek to the point of
beginning.

Boundary Justification:

The boundary includes the barn, farmhouse, yard and minor outbuildings that have historically been a part of Oak
Spring Farm and that maintain historic integrity. Other parcels of the original Fultz farm have been excluded
because they do not directly relate to the architectural significance of the property. The boundary does, however,
include an area southeast of State Route 706 because of the numerous archzological artifacts that have been found
there.



